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How to work the reeds

The long, straw-like nature of the
riverbank reeds in this design is
created using longstitch over the cross
stitch. Longstitch is very similar to
backstitch, but each stitch covers a
much larger area, passing over many
holes of the fabric. This makes it very
simple to work, and quick, too. The
only thing to consider is your tension
—too loose and your thread may
catch and snag, and the line won't
be straight; but pull it too tight and
it could distort the stitching and the
fabric. You want the longstitch to
sit neatly across the underlying cross
stitch, to create a nice, taut line.




